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Chien 


GILBERT STUART (1755-1828) was born in Rhode Island 
and spent his youth at Newport where he laid the “ground- 
work of the palette” as a pupil of the Scottish artist Cosmo 
Alexander, whom he later accompanied to Edinburgh. 
When Alexander died, Stuart returned home, but in 1775 he 
sailed, nearly penniless, for London to pursue his artistic 
endeavors. After two years of eking out the slenderest of 
existences he made himself known to Benjamin West and 
fortuitously became not only his pupil but also a member of 
West’s household for nearly five years. 

Little by little, Stuart’s work earned popular acclaim. He 
exhibited at the Royal Academy and won as many commis- 
sions as he could handle, but, like so many creative men, he 
was cursed by the whimsical temperament of an artist, living 
high in the fashionable world without the business acumen to 
cover his debts. In 1793, saddled by creditors, he returned to 
America where he aspired to make his fortune by painting 
portraits of President George Washington. He would exe- 
cute three such from life and many copies based on his 
originals. Stuart painted extensively in both Philadelphia and 
Washington, following the seats of government from one 
place to the other, and portrayed many of the most eminent 
and famous personalities of the time. In 1805 he removed to 
Boston where he continued to work during the remainder of 
his life. 


The accompanying portraits of the first five Presidents of 
the United States, exhibited at the Peabody Museum of 
Salem through the kindness of their present owner, Thomas 
Jefferson Coolidge, were painted between 1810 and 1825 for 
Colonel George Gibbs of Newport, Rhode Island, a personal 
friend of the artist. After Gibbs’ death in 1833, his widow sold 
the set to the Coolidges whence it has descended through the 
family to the present time. 





GEORGE WASHINGTON (1732-1799) 


Presidential Term 


1789 - 1797 
Oil on panel, 26” x 2144” Circa 1810-1818 





OHN ADAMS (1735-1826 


Presidential Term 
1797 - 1801 
Oil on panel, 2542" x 21%” Circa 1825 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON (1743-1826) 


Presidential Term 


1801 - 1809 
Oil on panel, 25%” x 214" Circa 1810-1815 





JAMES MADISON (1751-1836) 


Presidential Term 


1809 - 1817 
Oil on panel, 25%” x 21%" Circa 1810-1815 





AMES MONROE (1758-1831) 


Presidential Term 


1817 - 1825 
Oil on panel, 25%” x 214" Circa 1810-1815 
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